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CHAPTER 3: “IDOL DIES BY STEEL BEAM’ 
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IF HE 

WERE THPT 
PGRESSIVE... 
IT WOULDN'T 
HPVE BEEN 
60 EPSY TO 
BREPK UP 
WITH HIM. 










































































I WOULP 
LOVE NOTHING 
MORE THRN 
TO HRVE HER 
TRKE CRRE OF 
STEEL LRPY 
NRNRSE. 



^THEN IS SHE 

soMe^sort 

. OF MONSTER 
NEGOTIRTORF 


SHE CRME 
HERE TO 
MRKURRZRKR 
TO PERL WITH 
STEEL LRPY 
NRNRSE. 





























































THRT * 

V DROWNING— 

J -EVEN THOUGH 
I ip) WE SRW R 
|¥ KRPPR, THE 
WHOLE THING 
WR6 PULED 
X«RN RCCIDENT 
RND EVEPY- 
\n- ONE EOPGOT 
i V RBOUT IT. 



ImevenIzmM 

WoMEBOgm 

DID%00 ME ^OUT* 
. RND SRY IT 
tWRS R KRPPR, 
Wr^S NOT LIKE 
VWEiCOULD GET 
WRNY'PPOOF. 
MTHEppLICE 
WOULDN'T DO 
Mrnything. 



TCURSESjRND} 
| SPECTRES^ 
WT&lRLlZSOX 

WHRZYmsM 

'atpniTD T<ca v 


WHElMOREWtyWJjtffr 

WEERIETRNPjmS&ffi^i 

Eiysterious^^M^j 

I THRT4SiWH)j^M 
TeveryjoneIis w 

%£01RF k RRID^^KK^ 

WoEiTHEtom 



THESE 
VHGUE 
INCIDENTS 
WHERE YOU 
CAN'T EVEN t 
SEE THE 
PERPETRA- 





SHOULD 
DEMONS 
REALLY BE 
CALLING 
SO MUCH 
ATTENTION 
TO THEM¬ 
SELVES? 































WHIMPER 




STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
IS NOT R 
PROPER 
MONSTER. 


s HER «s 

T RPPERRRNCEIS ^ 
/ THREATENING THE 
LIVELIHOODS OF THE 
VERY RESPECTABLE 
GHOSTS RND 
MONSTERS WHO HAVE 
ALWAYS LIVED IN 
v THIS AREA. THEY'RE , 
k AT THEIR WITS' A 
Ik END. sgL 


THEY * 
TRAVELED 
HUNDREDS OF 
KILOMETERS 
JUST TO SEE ME, 
TO ASK ME TO 
TAKE CARE 
\ OF HER. 




































MAYBE 
YOU'P APP 
SOMETHING 
GOING 


KNOWING YOU, 
YOU WOULP 
HAVE INVITEP 
HIM. YOU WOULP 
HAVE TREATEP 
IT LIKE A LITTLE 
VACATION. 



^ ...I THOUGHT 

COULP FINISH 
THIS UP BEFORE 
THE PRY WRS 
OUT, SO THERE 
WRS N'T RERUY 
RNY NEEP TO 
INVITE HIM. 














































































FOR BETTER 
OR WORSE, 
KURo-KUN IS 
SO MILP- 
MANNEREP. 

HE WOULP 
NEVER ACTIVELY 
HATE ANYONE 
OR BE HARP 
ON THEM FOR 
ANY REASON. 

































THEti THRT 
WOULtyMERN... 
f HE RCTURLLY 
POES GET 
RLOfyG WITH 
THIS GIRL 
WHO IS MY 
COMPLETE 
OPPOSITE. 
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...BUT... 

IT STILL 
DOESN'T 
MRKE RNy 
SENSE 
THRT HE 
WOULDN'T 
CONTACT 
YOU FOR 
1T/ ^ . „>r A WHOLE 
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I GUESS I 
SHOULPN'T 
MEPPLE IN 
KURO-KUN'S 
LIFE RNY- 
I HAVE MORE. 

MY OWN 
WORK TO 
WORRY 


ABOUT 


ANYWAY 



ANP STEEL 
LAPY NANASE 
IS NOT A JOB 
FOR THE 
POLICE. 



cup 

KNOWS, 
BUT SHE 
STILL 

_ WPNTS R 

RELRTION- 
SHIP WITH 
HIM. 

SHE'S 
DOING 
WHRTI 
COULDN'T. 





















































































































































it is n 

LOVELY 
VIEW, 
ISN'T IT? 









































NOT 

THAT IT'S 
AN UNCOM¬ 
FORTABLE 
RIDE, 


BUT 
IT IS A 
LITTLE 
CON¬ 
SPICUOUS, 
BEING 
CARRIED 

\ by you. 































































































WtEELLRPY 
Tnrnrse IS R 
WMONSTER. 


MRYBE 
I'M JUST 
ON EDGE 
RFTER WHRT 
HRPPENEP 
TONIGHT. 


WHY PO 
I RLWRYS 
FINP MYSELF 
MIXEP UP 
WITH SUCH 
BIZRRRE 
PEOPLE? t 


BUT I 
PEC I PEP 
I WRS 
GOING 
TO STOP 
PUNNING. 










































































































THE IPOL. 
PERL NPME, 

"HRPUKO 
NRNRSE." NOT 
ESPECIRLLY 
FAMOUS. 


KARIN 

NRNRSE. 


SHE 

PPOBRBLY 
GRINEP 
SOME 
FAME 
BECRUSE 
OF THE 
WRY SHE 
PIEP, 


BUT 
BEFORE 
THPT, MOST 
PEOPLE 
PIPN'T 
KNOW WHO 
SHE WPS. 
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RND IT'S 
ODDLY 
CRTCHY. I 
THINK ire 
PERFECT. 


ire 

RVERY 
"KRRIN 
NRNReE" 
eoNG. 




RLLI 
NOTICE ie 
THE TEMPO, 
BUT IN R 
GOOD WRY. 


\%'< 

iers 

JUST USE £ P 
IT FOR THE 
OPENING. 


YERH, I 
LIKE IT 




% 




ire 

ON?! 


\ \i 

U U, _ 

\ f levs | 

l J4T \ 1 

v 

Ho^' 

wt/iVIPU v 1 r I 

COM' 

\ Pie ray/ / mm 

\ 

>-*s) ☆ U 

4 

^ Yt 

jgSt 

g* 

ZtfZA , 
1 LA 1 
. LA 
j-LA 

^ — 'T i*l$m 

U PU-DU-PUH I 
_ ^ *'/ QUH PUH 1 

T ”>. . 
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SHE PESO 
SEEMS TO 
HPVE BEEN ON 
THE RECEIVING 
ENP OF SOME 
JEPLOUS 
GRUPGES — 
POSSIBLY 
BECPUSE SHE 
ESTPBUSHEP 
HERSELF SO 
MUCH FPSTER 
THPN OTHER 
NEW IPOLS. 



V&U LOOK 
PT HER 

-fpCK RECORP, 
& eXseems LIKE 
, MSUCCESS , 

1 BUTiS'HE NEVER 
fGigJNEP MUCH 
Vj f^OPULPRITY 
OUTS I PE OF 
THPT CULT 
FOLLOWING. 








































LRpy 
NHNRSE 
WIKI...? 
SOMEONE 
EVEN MADE 
R WIKI? 



































The accident that killed ^ 
her father ' 

Hariri Nanase had been suspected of killing her own father. 
Karin Manase's father died in June of the year she turned 19. 





































































































































RNYWfly, 
THERE WAS 
RNOTHER CLRIM 
LAST NIGHT. 
STEEL Lflpy 
NRNRSEHRS 
STRUCK 
v RGRIN. 


; LRST 1 
NIGHT? 


WHERE? 



1 ON THE OTHER 
HRNP, IT'S NOT LIKE 
HE WRS TOTRLLy 
HRMMEREP, RNP HE 
COULP WRLK IN R 
STRAIGHT LINE, 
SO THE OFFICER 
WASN'T SURE HE'P 
PONE THE RIGHT 
THING. 




































































FOR 
H GUY LIKE 
ME WHO'S 
GATHERING 
INFO ON THIS, 
IT'S PRETTY 
HELPFUL 


BUT YOU 
COULD ALSO 
SAY IT'S PROOF 
THAT STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS MAKING 
HER PRESENCE 
KNOWN. 



BUT IT 

RPPERRS TRRT 
UNVERIFIED 
INFORMR TION 
IS ONLY 
CONTRIBUTING 
TO THE CHROS. 


THE WEBSITE 
SEEMS LIKE IT'S 
COLLECTING RNP 
ORGRNIZING RLL 
THE FRCTS. 






















BELIEVE 


THAT SHE 


WOULu 


COME BACK 


TO HAUNT 


THE LIVING. 







R GIRL LIKE 
THAT DIES BEFORE 
REACHING HER 
GOALS? YEAH, 

I CAN SEE HER 
LEAVING BEHIND 
SOME BHD 
VIBES. 






































HE HRP 
FRLLEN FROM 
THE STRIRS 
OF HIS 
RPRRTMENT 
RHP HIT 
HIS HERE?. 

IT WRS 
RULEP RN 
RCCIPENT. 


RT RGB 
19, KRRIN 
NRNRSE 
WRS ON 
THE RISE. 


RTTHE 
TIME, 
NO ONE 
SUS- 
PECTEP 
RNY FOUL 
PLRY. 


BUT 

THEN, 

THRT 

JUNE, 

HER 

FRTHER 

PRSSEP 

RWRY. 


SOME 

REPORTERS 
INTERVIEWEP 
HER RBOUT 
IT. SHE 
GRVE THE 
SORT OF 
COMMENTS 
RNYONE 
WOULP 
GIVE... 


I'LL KEEP 
WORKING HRRP. 
IT'S WRRT HE 
WOULP HRVE 
WRNTEP. 


...RNP KEPT 
RPPERRING 
ON TV PS 
USURL. 


... SUPPENLY, 
PEOPLE 
STRRTEP 
VOICING 
SUSPICIONS 
RBOUT HER 
FRTHER'S 
PERTH. 


BUT RT 
THE ENP OF 
NOVEMBER 
THRT SRME 
YERR... 
































































































































































I LIKE 
TO THINK 
I CHOSE 
THE MOST 
CREPIBLE 
SOURCES 
I COULP 
FINP. 


1 / EVEN \ 
/ WHPTWE 
KNOW PBOUT 
HER SUCCESS 
PNP THE 
MEPIP 

SCPNPPL—IT 
PLL COMES 
FROM PUBLIC 
OPINION PNP 
UNRELIPBLE A 
\ RUMORS. A 


BUT JUST . 
THE FPCT 
THPT SHE'S 
PN IPOL 
MEPNS YOU 
CPN'T TRUST 
EVERYTHING 
YOU REPP. . 


IT MIGHT 
BE P 
STRETCH 
TO LOOK 
FOR THE 
TRUTH 
THERE. 


LITTLE PIP 
SHE KNOW 
THPT SHE 
WPS PESTINEP 
TO PIE NEPR 
THPT HOTEL 
ONLY P FEW 
PPYS LPTER. 














































BUT 
' STEELLRDY 
NRNRSE IS 
SOMETHING 
ENTIRELY 
DIFFERENT. 


AND IF IT WERE 
JUST A MRTTER OF 
KARIN NANASE'S 
SPIRIT HANGING 
AROUND THE SCENE 
OF HER DEATH, I 
WOULD HAVE BELIEVED / 
THAT, TOO. 

A 



SHE'S,. 

WELL... 


SHE 

SEEMS 

MRPE- 

UP. 


















JBi SHE 
wears a 

f SHORT, 

her FRILLY 
FACE IS DRESS. 
SMASHED 

IN, SHE'S /. 

SWINGS x. M 
AROUNP > 

A STEEL 

GIRDER. y^"'\ 


/ THEORETI- \ 
CALLY, THE 
PUBLIC DROVE 
HER TO HER 
DEATH, BUT 
EVERY DETAIL 
OF THIS 
GHOST.,. / 


...WOULD 
ONLY 
FURTHER 
ENTICE THEM. 
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I CRN GET THE 
CASE FILES FROM 
KRRIN NANASE'S 
PERTH FROM MY 
FRIENPS IN THAT 
JURISPICTION. 


you'p be 

POING ME A 
BIG FAVOR IF 
YOLTP LOOK 
THEM OVER ANP 
FILL ME IN ON 
THE IMPORTANT 


YES, SIR. 
THAT WILL 
BE NO 
PROBLEM, 


PARTS 









































































/ HEY 
/ THE GIRL 
WHO CRME 

=_H IN AROUND 

Z'' SIX DOESN'T 

f MIDDLE SEEM LIKE 
' SCHOOL SHE'LL BE 
STUDENTS LEHVING 
AREN'T ANYTIME 
ALLOWED SOON. X 

TO BE HERE ,- 

AFTER SEVEN, I == 
Y'KNOW. / I 


IF IT 
GETS 
PHST 
SEVEN, 
I'LL 

GO SHY 
SOME¬ 
THING 
TO HER.. 


OH, IN 
ROOM 
13 ... 
YEHH. 


1 



8 . . 



■ ■■ 

0mr==ru 
























































































































































MONSTERS PNC? 
YoKPI MPY BE 

supernptur.pl, 

BUT SINCE 
PNCIENT TIMES, 
PLMOST NONE OF 
THEM PPVE BEEN 
POWERFUL 
ENOUGH TO 
KILL PEOPLE 
IN WHPTEVER 
GRUESOME 
wpys THEy 
WPNTEP. 




1 THPT'SW L 
WHy THEy'RE 
JsOlPFRPIP I 
i TO PRPW\ H 
UNNECESSPRy. 
PTTENT!ON\ TO 
TH EMSELVE S), 


SOMET/MESm 

THE y'LL^MPKEm 
THEIR PRESENCE! 
KNOWN By 
HURTING OR 
HELPING PEOPLE, 
BUT ONLy UNTIL 
HUMPNS GET 
SERIOUS PBOUT 
ELIMINPTING 
THEM. 







































WM 

^uzrojsWM 

WHWJBEJpAM 

WbhostXbujM 

wHcouLp'Njnm 

m^ENSE]PN>M 

■m0« 

wMfcjJTgJpH 

wERWtoNMtiel 

' SHE^WOULDN'jJd 
mEPCT'TOtMYM 
mOICE,EITHER^ 


WMbujmB 

WiBmsBA 

mmm 

vBuhemes\ 


SHE j / | 
ISN'T EVEN,, 
EMPNPTINGy 
PNY OF THEM 
KINDS OF 
INTERNPL 
ENERGY THPT' 
COULD HRVEi 
CREPTED HER\ 
EITHER—NOm 
GRUDGE , 

NO DEEP 
PTTPCHMENT, 
NO MPLICE 
PT PLL. 



















f ANYONE COULD 
PROBABLY DRAW 
A REASONABLE 
LIKENESS BASED 
ON WITNESS 
TESTIMONIES AND 
WHAT KARIN NANASE 
LOOKED LIKE WHEN 
, SHE WAS ALIVE, a 


THIS 

DRAWING 
LOOKS JUST 
LIKE THE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE I 
SAW LAST 
NIGHT. 


/ THE 
’ LENGTH OF 
THE GIRDER, 
THE ANGLE OF 
HER RIBBON, 
THE WAY HER 
THIGHS SHOW 
UNDER HER 
k SKIRT... t 


BUT 

WOULD IT 
BE POSSIBLE 
TO DRAW 
SOMETHING 
THIS SPOT 
ON? 









































THERE'S 
NO SIGN OF 
PHOTOS OF 
HER BEING 
CIRCULHTEP 
ONLINE. 


COULP 
IT BE THE 
OTHER. 
WHY 

HROUNP? 

























WEH CJiRNQA 

W^Bierib/m 

sssamBtiENQM 
L. TOGETHER* 
r ON {THEM 
I INTERNET 1 


■iyflA/rJ 

WHCCURHTEP 

WR'hthIon. . 

■ khriNW 

Wnhnhse'sM 

mREHTH, 
MRROM.H „ 

TsourceJM 

[ORNifRUSJH 










































THAT'S 
WHY SHE'S 
WASTEP 
AWAY 
SINCE THE 
LAST TIME 
I SAW 
HER. SHE'S 
UNWELL 
ANP 

UNSTABLE. 


UP WITH KURO- 
SENPAI TWO ANP 
A HALF YEARS 
AGO, BUT IT'S 
LIKE SHE'S STILL 
HANGING ON 
TO HER PAST 
WITH HIM. 



















FIND I 
HOVE TO 
DO EVERY¬ 
THING I CRN 
BEFORE 
ANYONE 
GETS HURT. 


STILL, YOU 
CAN'T MAKE 
AN OMELET 
WITHOUT 
BREAKING 
EGGS. 



IF I GET THE 
INFORMATION-FROM 
SAKI-SAN FIRST, AND 
WAIT UNTIL I HAVE 

WZ&MT&ONTffejM 

WBETW EENiTHE imom 

FAEMMmm 


I STILL HAVEN'T 
HE ARP ANYTHING 
FROM HIM, BUT 
limigRESE 
tlNFJpRMATIONiTGj 
WHiMMeIshoulpI 
we@MElRtiNHWGm 








































































THRT 
IS THE 
ONE 
THING 
I MUST 
PRE¬ 
VENT! 






































































































































IMAGINED, 
IT? i 














KOfcO-POK-GURU 







CHAPTER 4: “THE OTHER WIGHT MEAT’ 
































































































THEY SET 
UP WALLS 
ANP 
FENCES 
TO KEEP 
PEOPLE 
FROM 
TRESPASS¬ 
ING ON 
THE SITE... 


...BUT 
THEY 
WEREN'T 
EXACTLY 
CAREFUL 
ABOUT 
IT, ANP 
THERE 
WERE 
GAPS. 


IN THE MIPPLE 
OF BUILPING THE 
APARTMENT 
COMPLEX, 

THE PARENT 
COMPANY'S 
FINANCES 
PETERIORATEP. 

ONCE THEY 
FINISHEP LAYING 
THE FOUNPATION 
AT THE ENP 
OF PECEMBER, 
CONSTRUCTION 
WAS PUT ON 
HIATUS. 


IT WAS SEEN 
AS AHAZARP 
BECAUSE 
CHILPREN 
ANP YOUTHS 
COULP EASILY 
GET IN ANP 
GET HURT. 


















































THE BOPY 


WHS FOUNP 


BY H 


70-YEHR- 


OLP MHN 


WHO UVEP 


IN H HOUSE 
HCROSS THE 


STREET. 



















































AND SURE 
ENOUGH, 
THE STEEL 
GIRDERS 
HPPFRLLEN 
DOWN. 


BUT WHEN 
I TOOK 
R CLOSER 
LOOK... 


SOI 
PANICKED 
PND CALLED 
THE POLICE. 













THE GIRDERS 
THPT KILLED 
HER WERE 
RLL RBOUT 
THREE TO 
FIVE METERS 
LONG, HND 
HER FRCE RND 
HERD WERE 
SMRSHED 
BEYOND 
RECOGNITION. 


THE 
CRUSE 
OF DEPTH 
WPS 

DESTRUC¬ 
TION 
OF THE 
BRPIN BY 
MULTIPLE 
STEEL 
BERMS. 


SHE'D 
TRKEN P 
BLOW 
DIRECTLY 
TO THE 
FRCE. 
DEPTH 
WPS 

RLMOST 

INSTRNTR- 

NEOUS. 


EVERYTHING 
FROM 
HER NECK 
UP WPS 
DESTROYED, 
SO THEY 
COULDN'T ID 
HER BY HER 
FRCE OR 
TEETH. 


...RND 
TENTA¬ 
TIVELY 
IDENTIFIED 
THE BODY 
PS KRRIN 
NRNRSE. 


THEY FOUND 
R PHONE, 
WRLLET, RND 
COLLEGE ID 
CRRD ON 
THE BODY... 



























































































THAT'S 
WAT WE'RE 
TRYING TO 
FIND OUT. 


THIS IS THE 
COAT SHE WAS 
WEARING... 


/ MAYBE 
YOU'LL 
ALLOW 
US TO 

INVESTIGATE 

HER 

V ROOM? ! 


THE 

FINGERPRINTS 
FOUND IN 
HER ROOM 
AND ON HER 
PERSONAL 
BELONG¬ 
INGS WERE 
A MATCH 
TO THE 
DECEASED'S 
FINGER¬ 
PRINTS. 


AND 
SO THEY 
CONCLUDED 
THAT THE 
BODY DID 
BELONG 
TO KARIN 
NANASE 
CHARUKO 
NANASE). 


HER 

ESTIMATED 
TIME OF 
DEATH 
WAS 

BETWEEN 
MIDNIGHT 
AND ONE 
A.M. ON 
JANUARY 
30. 


IT WAS 
AROUND 
THAT TIME 
THAT THE 
MAN WHO 
FOUND HER 
SAID HE 
HEARD THE 
NOISE. 

















































THE POLICE 
BEGHN TO 
INVESTIGRTE 
TO DETER¬ 
MINE IF IT 
WRS RN 
RCCIDENT, 
R HOMI¬ 
CIDE, OR R 
SUICIDE. 




IN THE 
END , THEY 
OFFICIRLLY 
RULED IT RN 
RCCIDENT. 



IF ANY 

TESTIMONY OR 
EVIDENCE CAME 
OUT LATER THAT 
CONTRADICTED 
THE POLICE 
RULING, THE 
DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LOSE 
FACE. 




THEY REALLY 
LOOKED 
INTO EVERY 
POSSIBILITY 


IF IT WERE 
A NORMAL 
CASE, THEY 
PROBABLY 
WOULD HAVE 
RULED ON IT 
SOONER. 


BUT THEY 
PUT A LOT OF 
TIME AND EFFORT 
INTO THIS ONE— 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE IT WAS 
THE UNTIMELY 
DEATH OF AN IDOL 
RUNNING FROM 
THE MEDIA. 
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•RBOUT 1 KILOMETER OR 0.6 MILES 





































































InJ order 

TO VANQUISH 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, SHE 
MUST LEARN 
THE DETAILS 
SURROUNDING 
THE DEATH OF 
THE HUMAN 
UPON WHOSE 

existence she 

IS PREDICATED, 
KARIN 
NAnJASE. 


SHE SAYS 
SHE WILL 
EXPLAIN 
WHY UPON 
YOUR 
MEETING. 





SHE'S 

INTERESTED 
IN KARIN 
NRNRSE'S 
PERTH, 
TOO? 






















































































































you 

HAVE GOT 
TO BE 
KIDPING 
ME... 


SORRY 
TO KEEP YOU 
WAITING. 
HERE'S YOUR 
SEAFOOD KATA 
YAKISOBA. 


















































OKAY/ 




























































































































































































































































































































































YOU SENP P 
MONSTER. TO 
PSK ME TO SEE 
YOU, PNC? THEN 
YOU PON'T 
EVEN SHOW UP, 
PNP YOU LEPVE 
P MESSPGE 
WITH P 
GHOST?! 


























































































KURO- 

RUN 



























IT TOOK you 
THAT LONG TO 
FIGURE IT OUT, 
EH? AND THERE 
HE IS, HARDLY 
ANy DIFFERENT 
FROM WHEN 
yOU BROKE UP 
WITH HIM. 



KUR6- 


NEVER 

THAT 

COMBAT¬ 

IVE. 


IF WE GET 
TOO CLOSE, 
WE MIGHT 
GET CAUGHT 
IN THE 

CROSSFIRE. 


FOR NOW, 
WE JUST 
WATCH. 



























f WELL, YES, 
BUT THEY 
DON'T APPEAR 
TO BE MUCH 
i DIFFERENT IN 
V STRENGTH. 


IN 

WHICH 
CRSE, 
THIS 
WILL BE 
SIMPLE. 


KUR6- 

KUN... 


HE 

CHN'T 

LAST 

MUCH 

LONGER. 


EVEN > 
MORE SO 
IF HE'S 
PREPARED 
TO TAKE A 
STEEL BEAM 
TO THE 
S, FACE. 


HE'S 
TRIP¬ 
PING 
ON HIS 
OWN 
FEET / 





























































































































































































































































































BUT 

HOW COULP 
HE JUST... 
CAPTURE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE? 



























































































THERE FIRE 1 ]| 

even)rumor Smk 

rbout^beojdqM 

jrgRUjs/iujsioiksm 

ITRRNSMIWNGJTHfI 

fPERSONRLITMRNm 

mTRSTEStOElTHEm 

RECIPIENT... 


^pRTIENTS WHO TFIKE 

^RND*MEMORIES OF 
1 THE DONOR. 


SUCH 

THINGS CRN 
BE RERDILY 
PURCHRSED, 
EITHER 
WHOLE 
OR IN 
POWDERED 
FORM , RND 
WjgPEOPLE 
MBEUEVE 
ffHRT THEY 
WORK. 


m.is CLOSEY 
TIED TO THE 
NOTION OF 
TFIKING ON 
THAT PERSON'S 
ABILITIES RND 
DISPOSITION. 




IF YOUR 
EYES RRE 
FRILING, 
ERT THE 
EYES OF R 
CRERTURE. 
WITH GOpM 

vision r 


IF YOUR 
LIVER IS 
FRILING, 
ERT THE 
LIVER OF R 
CRERTURE 
WITH R 
STRONGX 

oye^ 


IF YOU WRNJi 
GRERTER ^ 
VIRILITY, N 
ERT PRRT 
OF R VIRILE 
CRERTURE. 


OF 

PHYSICAL 
OF 

INTO ONE'S 
SELF... 






IN ANCIENT 
TIMES , 
THERE WERE 
CEREMONIES 
AND 

PROCEDURES 
FOR EATING 
THE HEART 
OF AN ENEMY 
GENERAL OR 
LEADER AFTER 
DEFEATING 
THEM IN 
BATTLE. 
."A. 


40THAT'S " 
T/TOW THOSE 
V PEOPLE 
ABSORBED 
> THEIR 
OPPONENTS' 
POWERS 
INTO 

THEMSELVES. 


* WT$WAS 
r * COUNTED 
% AMONG THE 
REASONS FOR 
CANNIBALISM. 


SOME^TENlOPPr 

mENERPTldNSli 
PGO, KURo ' 

x ERMILYmhlfBP ^\ 













WKiKUPflNj^ 
THE NRMEJIS 

//writteH/bx 

.combiningIthe 

mCHRRRCTERS % 
mpK'MRNmNQ '/ 
W0X—/T IS R £ 
mpKRI WITH rA 
VHUMRN HERPM 
URNPjR, BOVjm 

I WmBdP/SwIm 


XXN IT PIVINES=r— 
^StTHEEUTURE 
fi^S^TlN HUMRN 
TONGUE, THEN 
^^g^PJES. 


IF ONE WERE 
TO ERT THE FLESH 
OF THE KUDRN, 
WOULDN'T ONE GRIN 
ITS PROPHETIC 
POWERS? 






LEGENP HRS IT, 

R KUPRN BORN 
CURING THE 
SECONP WORLP 
WRR PIVINEP THRT 
JRRRN WOULP BE 
PEFERTEP. 


CRN YOU 
IMAGINE THE 
WEALTH RNP 
ROWER WE 
WOULP GRIN 
IF WE COULP 
LOOK INTO 
THE FUTURE 
RT WILL? 


OH, I 
WRNT IT. 
I MUST 
HRVE 
IT! 


60 THE MRN 
RROCUREP 
SOME KUPRN 
MERT RNP 
FEP IT TO 
SEVERRL OF HIS 
HOUSEHOLP. 


f THPT 
SUPERHUMAN 
ABILITY—THAT 
GODLIKE 
POWER. 




















































SOME OF THEM 
HAP A VIOLENT- 
REACTION TO^ 
IT ANP PJEP j 
ALMOS T M 
IMMEDIATELY. 


STILL OTHERS 
DIED RFTER 
DIVINING THE 
FUTURE. 


I-OTHERS^ 
WERE SICK' 
IN BEP FOR 
If A-MONTH 
f BEFORE 
T PASSING , 
^”ON:^iS 


RREPIC^IO^M 

pu c mam 

\ TRUElm 


WE'VE NOW 
LEPRNEP THAT 
PLL WHO ERT 
THE MERT PIE, 
EVEN IF THEY 
PO MRNRGE TO 
SEE THE FUTURE 
FIRST. SURELY 
HE'LL GIVE UP 
ON THIS BEFORE 
LONG. 


Wp***%l I FEEL 
V LIKE I'M 

LOSING 

I PON'T MY 
SUPPOSE MINP. 
HE'LL 

STOP THIS j 
ANYTIME 

SOON? 1—— 


HOW CRN 
YOU SRY 
THAT? 






























PND SO, 
WHENEVER 

HE HEPRD 
THPT P 
KUDPN HPD 
PPPEPRED, 

HE WOULD 
SEND 
SOMEONE 

TO THE 

(| 

WE MUST\ 

SPOT. , 

MAKE IT \ 


OUR OWN i 
BEFORE 
ANYONE 
ELSE 


DISCOVERS 

IT! 


r "N 


HE WOULD BUY 
TUB CORPSE 
| PND FEED IT TO 
THE MEMBERS 
OF THE 

SPKURPGPWP 
FPMILY, PGPIN 
I ^ PND, PGP IN. 


WHAT WE'VE 
LEARNED, DESPITE 
THE SACRIFICES, IS 
THAT EATING THIS 
MEAT CAN BESTOW 
THE POWER OF 
PROPHECY. 


MY 

LORD... 




COME TO THINK 
OF IT, THE KUDAN 
THEMSELVES PIE 
SHORTLY AFTER 
VOICING THEIR 
PREDICTIONS. 


BUT EVEN THE \ 



SUBJECTS WHO \ 



DO SEE VISIONS 

MY 


OF THE FUTURE 

EXPERIMENTS I 

DIE IMMEDIATELY 

! HAVE 


AFTER GIVING 

GENERALLY L 

THEIR 

; been sue- A 

PROPHECIES. J 

n| |l 

V CESSFUL. 


wmm:& 

i £r 




&hi|L . 

















































DOES LOOKING 
INTO THE FUTURE 
CONSUME SO 
MUCH ENERGY 
THRT IT KILLS 
THE PROPHET? , 


...PRE THEY 
GIVEN THE 
RIGHT TO SEE 
THE FUTURE IN 
EXCHPNGEFOR 
THEIR LIVES? 


RRRGH! 


I'M SO 
CLOSE! 


1 IT'S 
RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF 
ME! . 



















RU INBED 
TO DO 16 
GIVE THE 
FORTUNE-TELLER 
FI BOP/OF 
UNDYING FLE6H. 


THEN IF 
PREDICTING 
THE FUTURE 
DOES KILL HIM, 
HE WOULD 
RETURN 
TO LIFE. 

























BUT TIME 
WENT ON, 
ANP THE 
EXPERI¬ 
MENTS 
NEVER 
BORE 
FRUIT. 


EVENTUALLY, 

THE 

SAKURA- 
GAWA 
FAMILY'S 
NUMBERS 
PECUNEP 
UNTIL, EVEN 
COUNTING 
PISTRNT 
RELATIVES, 
ONLY A FEW 
REMAINEP. 


THEN WE 
JUST NEED TO 
BERR MORE 
CHILDREN. OR 
PDOPT-I 
DON'T CRRE. 


ANP THERE 
WAS NO 
ONE LEFT 
TO CARRY 
ON THE 
NIGHT¬ 
MARISH 
EXPERI¬ 
MENTS. 
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YOUR 
PINNER 16 
RERPY. 


GRRNP- 

MOTHER. 


...COME 

RLONG. 


COMING! 


SMACK> 


YES, 

PLERSE 

ENJOY. 


THRNK 
YOU FOR 
THE MERE. 














































































'THEY'RE... 
‘ THEY'RE 
RLE... 


90 YOU 
HRVER 
FEVER? 


IS THERE 
NOTHING 
WRONG 
WITH YOU? 


NOTHING 
WRONG RT 
RLE? 


RNY 

NRUSER? 
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IT'S 

HAPPENED. 


/ OUR 
DREAM 
HAS 
COME 
TRUE., 


KURo'S 

GRRNP- 

MOTHER 

RRP 

KEPT THE 
PRERM 
RUVE. 


IMMORTALITY. 
PROPHECY. 
FINALLY ; 
THEY ARE 
OURS! 


GRAND- 

MOTHER.. 


SHE RRP 
SECRETLY 
BEEN 

COLLECTING 
KUPRN RNP 
MERMRIP 
MERT. 










YES, I KNOW. 
I WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW 
TOMORROW'S 
WERTHER. 


TH-THEY'RE 
RLL SUFFERING. 
WEHRVETO 
HELP THEM... 


I KNOW 
YOU CRN SEE 
IT, KUR6. 


PIE RNP 
TRKE R LOOK 
FOR. ME. 


FIT THE 
FUTURE. 























RPPRRENTLY 
RS R RESULT, 
RE LOST 
RLMOST RLL 
SENSE OF 
PRIN. 


TO SEE 
IF RE WRS 
IMMORTRL, 
IF RE COULD 
SEE TRE 
FUTURE... 


... SHE WOULD 
CUT PIECES 
OFF OF RIM, 
RND INFLICT 
FRTRL 
INJURIES, 
RGRIN RND 
RGRIN. 


? KUR&Sf/S' 
GRRNQMOTRER 
WRS'MRD WITR 
lOt RFTER RE RTE 
TRE KUDRN RND 
MERMRID FLESR. 
RE TOLD ME SRE 
TRIED RLL KINDS 
OF EXPERIMENTS 
ON RIM. 









THERE'S 
R LOT OF 
FIREFLIES BY 
THE RIVER 
OUTBRCK. 


LET'S GO 
LOOK RT 
THEM. 






















IS SOME¬ 
THING 
WRONG? 


THE WISH OF 
GENERPTIONS 
OF SPKURP- 
GPWPS HPP 
FINPLLY BEEN 
GRPNTEP. 


BUT THERE 
WPS ONE 
THING THEY 
MISCPLCU- 
LPTEP—THEY 
COULPN'T 
USE THE 
POWER PS 
FREELY PS 
THEY HPP 
THOUGHT. 


IT'S 

NOTHING, 
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THAT 

UNEXPECTEDLY 
NO-NONSENSE 
ATTITUDE IS 
JUST ANOTHER 
ONE OF KURo- 
SENPAI'S 
CHARMS. 


EVEN 

WHEN 

NOTHING 

COULD 

MHKEHIM 

MORE 

DEPEND¬ 

ABLE? 


I DON'T 
NEED A 
BOY¬ 
FRIEND 
WHO CAN 
SNAP A 
GHOST'S 
NECK. 




















































































WSHEjMHY BE' 

^GH&s-nwum 

IT'SInOTAEPSYA 
If TOjMPIHTRINM 
wmypuRSELEM 
-^kWHEN'RNJt- 
WmPUT&iPBWk 
(EORCEfCOMESl 
WFlCONGlRNPM 
fMRNGLES’mpUl 

w&KBktmtm 


YOUM ° 
WOULDN'T 
—COME{OUT^_ 
UN6CPTHEP— 
THHVetJUST 
"HO W~ THING € 
W^WORK/^/A 
NORMFlUY.y* 














































































































-J*T 
































































































































































































































































I 














































































































































































IN/SPECTRE 


w : 

completely out of energy, so the whole endeavor ended with nothing 
but a title. 

And yet, here in the manga, it has a story and characters that fit the title, 
and there’s even some action! I was in total awe, like the shoemaker who 
woke up to find all the shoes that were made while he slept. Fairy tale 
events do happen in real life. There’s hope for the real world after all. 

On the other hand, Chashiba Katase-sensei had to create a comic of this 
fictional drama with that title and no other clues whatsoever, and may 
have been grumbling and snarling, “If this is reality, then it’s a cruel and 
unreasonable world that l live in.” hm, I’m really sorry. 

Nevertheless, this title, “Youth! The Girl Who Breathes Fire!,” is 
something that l was very particular about when l put it in my book. 
For instance, for tbe entire rest of the book, l managed to maintain 
my personal aesthetic of using no exclamation points, but in this case, 
l thought, “It won’t feel right if l take the exclamation point out, and 
there’s no better title than this one,” so in the end, l did not remove the 
exclamation points or change the title. So believe it or not, l didn’t settle 
on this title just because l needed something and it didn’t really matter. 
But it is a pretty insignificant thing to be particular about. 

As for tbe manga itself, it continues to be a self-proclaimed mystery 
manga that is not very mystery-like, but l think it may just be possible 
that all the groundwork has been laid for it to start being a mystery 
series. 

With that in mind, l hope you’ll read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


l am Kyo Shirodaira, the original author who, as with 
volume one, didn’t really have any hand in the story’s 
manga version. This is volume two. 


I think the highlights of this volume are the scenes from 
Karin Nanase’s drama, “Youth! The Girl Who Breathes 
Fire!” that showed up in chapter three. 

They’re important scenes that are necessary to give the 
readers a clear impression of what the idol Karin Nanase 
was like in life, but only the title of the show and the name 
of the song were mentioned in the original novel. The book 
didn’t have any other details, let alone an entire scene. And 
when the story became a manga, l didn’t give tbe artist 
any background details or anything, so the scenes were a 
complete manga original. 


When l was writing the novel, l had to come up with a title 
for Karin Nanase’s TV series, so l pulled out the “Funny 
Words that l May Use for Something Someday” notebook 
that l keep habitually to help with my writing, and picked 
something fitting—l didn’t bother to think about any sort 
of content for the show at all. 



It started with one of my notes, “Kaenhoshaki 
(Flamethrower) Girl,” and because l felt like it sounded a 
little cool and stylish, l turned it into the more Japanese- 
sounding “Hifuki Musume (the Girl Who Breathes Fire).” 
Then L thought about what word l could attach to it to 
make it even funnier, and the word “seishun (youth, 
adolescence)” came into my mind. I 
felt too heavy all on its own, so l added 
point to bring out its “pop” essence. That’s 


If Something Like a Comment from the Author £ 















































SAKURRGRWR- 
SENSHU HRS 
TOLD US THRT HIS 
GRANDMOTHER 
TRAINED HIM 
WHEN HE WRS 
YOUNG, BUT CRN 
HE RERLLY DEFEAT 
THIS SEASONED 
VETERAN? 

































































































































Tlo^ftK >|ou ve-rvj wiuoh for 
up Lhi* 

£>> I hope- you'll r*fl4 W\* 
volume, foo 1 

H-tkfav 

- - 



! > - t THE MATCH 

CONTINUES, 
BUT OUR 
COMMENTATOR 

^- HAS RUN INTO 

THE FRAY, SO 
THAT'S ALL FOR 
WE TONIGHT'S 

PO HOPE BROADCAST. 
YOU'LL 
TUNE IN TO 
THE NEXT 
VOLUME. 

FAREWELL, 

AND 
GOOD 
NIGHT. 


(I'loftorita-s 
































TRANSLATION NOTES 



As big as my bathroom, page 5 

To give a clearer idea of the enormous size of Kotoko's 
home, when she says Saki’s apartment is as big as her 
bathroom, she is referring specifically to the to/re, 
or toilet room, containing only a toilet and no actual 
bathing facilities. In Japanese homes, bathtubs and 
showers are usually in a separate room. 


Gravure idol, page 36 

The short definition of 
“gravure idol" is a model 
who often wears skimpy 
clothing. The term comes 
from “rotogravure," which 
is a printing process that 
was used for magazines 
at the time these models 
first came into vogue. 
While they often pose 
provocatively, a gravure 
idol generally appeals 
to her audience with her 
playfulness or innocence. 



Late-night serial drama, page 37-44 

Like many places around the 
world, late-night television 
in Japan tends to have looser 
restrictions on what can 
be shown and has cheaper 
ad costs, allowing for more 
experimental and risque 
programming. The adult 
nature and goofiness of a 
show like “Youth! The Girl 
Who Breathes Fire!" normally 
wouldn't be shown on public 
television during primetime 
hours, so they often have to 
be relegated to between the hours of 11 pm and 5 am, the hours for late-night 
programming (JP: shinya bangumi ). Interestingly, shows like this were most 
prevalent in the 80s during Japan's “bubble era" but since the collapse of the 
economic bubble, Japanese television has become increasingly conservative 
and TV viewership has dropped considerably, so these types of programs aren’t 
really seen much or are rather tame compared to what used to be shown. 











Teikyd-me, page 40 

Most Japanese television 
programs have a brief 
moment before a 
commercial break to 
present the sponsors for 
the show being broadcast. 
When this happens, the 
kanji for “brought to you 
by" or “sponsor” or 
teikyd) is overlaid onto 
a freeze-frame from 
the show along with the 
sponsor's name as an announcer says something to the effect of “XX is brought 
to you by these sponsors." In recent years, people have spotted instances where 
the “sponsor" kanji has been laid perfectly over a character's eyes. This became 
a meme of sorts in Japan and there are people who also collect screen grabs 
of these funny scenes. These scenes have even become famous enough that 
some people suspect animation and production companies may be purposely 
setting up freeze-frames to create these teikyo-me (sponsor eyes). They are 
also known as teikyo-megane (sponsor glasses) or teikyd-metsubushi (sponsor 
blinders). 

Koro-pok-guru, page 83 

The Koro-pok-guru are a race 
of little people who live in 
northern Japan and are small 
enough to fit under a butterbur 
leaf, as pictured. They are 
part of the folklore of the Ainu 
indigenous people of Hokkaido 
and were on very friendly 
terms with humans, but were 
very shy, and although they 
would leave people gifts, they 


The Other Wight Meat, page 85 

“Wight” is a word for supernatural creatures, like 
yokai. The original Japanese title of this chapter 
is “The Other Mazarimono," or “blended thing," 
referring to the other type of yokai meat that 
turned Kurd into what he is today. 


almost always did it under 
cover of night. 


OF COURSE, 
IT'S NEVER. R 
GOOP IPER TO 
ERT mo KINPS 
OF YoKRI MERT 
TOGETHER. 

















Seafood kata yakisoba, page 105 

This is a dish of fried noodles and seafood. The kata 
part means “hard," indicating that the noodles have 
been cooked until they are crispy. 


Thank you for the meal, page 143 

It is customary in Japan to say itadakimasu 
before eating, a phrase that means “I humbly 
partake." This generally considered to be a way 
of expressing gratitude to anyone or anything 
who played a role in putting this meal on the 
table. 


Nii-san, page 144 

Nii-san literally means “older brother" and is used to 
address people who are the speaker's older brother, 
or people that the speaker considers to be brotherly 
figures, or as a polite way to address a young man 
when the speaker doesn't know the man's name. In 
this case, because Kurd is with his grandmother, it's 
likely that these boys are his brothers and/or cousins. 
Older sisters and girl cousins would be called Ne-san. 


Senshu, page 175 

Senshu is another title attached to people's names 
in order to show respect, like sense/. It is given to 
athletes, such as baseball players, soccer players, 
martial artists, and fighters in supernatural death 
matches. 













































OPPOSITES ATTRACT...MAYBE? 

Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair. Haru 


firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 
he’s insane. 


KODANSHA 


© Robico / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


COMICS 



Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need them! 

But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn’t angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 


Praise for the anime: . V-" 

•*, 

“The show provides a pleasant w indovv 
on the highs and lows of yoling love w ith 
two young people \v ho are’ first timers at 
the real thing.” fly 

-The Fandom Post 

“Always it is smarter, more poetic, more 
touching, juspplain better than you think 




DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 



“It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold.” —Japan Media Arts Awards jury 


“Gripping doesn’t begin to describe Vinland Saga. 
5 stars.” —ICv 2 

“Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
all in Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss.” 

—Anime News Network 


“The art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments.” 

—Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 

“For those who love Berserk, you'll love this too... 
Worth the long wait.” 

—A Case Suitable for Treatment 
















"The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 
manga like this. 
-Manga Book- 
k shelf 


_ and biting social 1 
commentary... delivers 
in its depth of char- 
l acter and emotional . 
L strength." -Comics A 
Bulletin 


▼ very powerful *1 
story about being T 
different and the con- 
;equences of childhood 
bullying... Read it." , 
-Anime News | 
[L Network i i 


Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his ele¬ 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat¬ 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 

Available now in print and digitally! 


Yoshitoki Oima/Kodansha 
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The Heroic Legend of 

ARSLAN 

READ THE NEW SERIES FROM fHE CREATOR OF 
FULLMETAL ALCHEMIST, HIROMU ARAKAWA/ 
NOW A HIT TV SERIES/ 



ECBATANA IS BURNING/ 


of adapting Tanaka’s 


fantasy novels and fans of 


historical or epic fantasy 
will be quite pleased with 
the resulting book." 
-Anime News Network 


Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars who, despite his best efforts doesn't seem 
to have what it takes to be a proper king like his father. At the age of 14, Arslan goes to 
his first battle and loses everything as the blood-soaked mist of war gives way to scorching 
flames, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom. However, it is Arslan' 
destiny to be a ruler, and despite the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey 
to reclaim his fallen kingdom. 


Available now in print and digitally! 


Hiromu Arakawa/Yoshiki Tanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserve 








Ichiro Inuyashiki is down on his luck. He looks much 

OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE’S A USELESS COWARD. So WHEN HE’S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO’LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 



Then a blinding light fills the sky, and the old man 

IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 


COMES IN EXTRA-LARGE EDITIONS 


COLOR pages! 
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"Maria's brand of righteous 
justice, passion and plain talking 
make for one of the freshest 
manga series of 2015. I dare any 
other book to top it." 

—UK Anime Network 




M* 


PURITY AND 
POWER 

As a war to determine the rightful ruler of i 
medieval France ravages the land, the witch 
Maria decides she will not stand idly by as 
men kill each other in the name of God and 
glory. Using her powerful magic, she summons 
various beasts and demons —even going as far 
as using a succubus to seduce soldiers into sub-J 
mission under the veil of night-— all to stop t 
needless slaughter. However, after the Arch¬ 
angel Michael puts an end to her meddling, he 
curses her to lose her powers if she ever gives 
up her virginity. Will she forgo the forbidden 
fruit of adulthood in order to bring an end to 
the merciless machine of war? 

Available now in print and di 3 itally! @Mayasuki lshlkawa /Ko(fansh t, Ltd. All rights n 







stumbles down a staircase along with star student Urara SHiraisHi. 
When He wakes up, He realizes tHey Have switched bodies-and tHat 
Ryu Has tHe power to trade places witH anyone just by kissing tHem/ 
Ryu and Urara take full advantage of tHe situation to improve tHeir 
lives, but witH sucH an oddly amazing power, just How long will tHey be 
able to keep tHeir secret under wraps? 

Available now in print and digitally/ 

© Miki Yoshikawa/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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